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Presentation Outline

• Revisit summary of classification action & classification 

considerations

• Discuss procedures under SEQRA

• Parcels warranting environmental review & alternative 

classifications

• Type II parcels

• Summarize potential environmental impacts

• Share opportunities for public engagement

• Answer questions from board members

• Board may authorize public hearings and comment period
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Summary of the Action

• Acquisitions, corrections, and reclassifications

• Acquisitions – 19

• Corrections – 6

25 classification proposals totaling approximately 5,800 acres

• Reclassifications – 11

totaling approximately 250 acres
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https://tinyurl.com/landclassstorymap

https://tinyurl.com/landclassstorymap
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State Land Classification

Master Plan Guidelines &  Criteria for Classification

Decision in the context of the Master Plan’s “Unifying Theme”

Wilderness

Primitive

Canoe

Wild Forest

Intensive Use 

Historic

State Administrative

Physical
Soils, slope elevation, water

Biological
Sensitive habitat, wetlands, wildlife

Intangible
Remoteness, views, ruggedness

Existing Uses
Existing roads, buildings, uses

Area ClassificationCriteria for Classification
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Classification Considerations (Revisited)

ACQUISITIONS: 

• “In most instances, recent acquisition classification is a simple matter as the parcel lies 

surrounded by or immediately adjacent to previously classified state land. The acquisition 

would then be classified the same as the adjacent state land” (FPEIS, p. 24)

• Small tracts of state land surrounded by private lands should generally be classified Wild 

Forest 

RECLASSIFICATIONS:

• Additions to Intensive Use should come from new acquisitions or from reclassification of 

existing Wild Forest areas 

• Only in exceptional circumstances should lands presently classified as Wilderness, Primitive 

or Canoe be reclassified to Wild Forest – this should occur only if there is a mapping error or 

the existence of a previously unrecognized non-conforming use of a permanent nature

• Reclassification from Intensive Use to any other classification would result in added 

protection
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State Environmental Quality Review Act - SEQR

Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement

Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement 
Guidelines for Amending the Adirondack Park State 

Land Master Plan (1979) (FPEIS)
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Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement (DSEIS)

• DSEIS is a supplement to the Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement –

Guidelines for Amending the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan 

• Type I vs Type II actions (from FPEIS and regs):

• Type I actions include, but are not limited to:

• Classification of any new acquisition to wilderness, primitive or canoe if the parcel 

is 5,000+ acres and/or contains extensive facilities 

• Reclassification from a more restrictive classification to a less restrictive 

classification

• Designation of a new travel corridor 

• Material changes to the guidelines applicable to each classification 

• Type II actions include:

• Any amendments to the APSLMP not listed as a Type I action in APA regulations 

(9 NYCRR 586.5(a)(6)(i)
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Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement (DSEIS)

• 8 reclassification proposals from a more restrictive to a less restrictive 

land classification

• 4 parcels – Wild Forest to Intensive Use 

• FR-6-A, FR-6-C, FR-6-D (Rollins Pond)

• HA-6-A (Golden Beach)

• 1 parcel – Wilderness to Intensive Use

• HA-6-B (Golden Beach)

• 3 parcels – Wild Forest to State Administrative

• FR-1 (Horseshoe Pond)

• FR-3 (DEC Storage Area)

• FR-4 (DEC Housing)
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FR-1 Horseshoe Pond
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FR-3 DEC Storage Area
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FR-4 DEC Staff Housing
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FR-6 Rollins Pond
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FR-6-A Rollins Pond
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FR-6-C and FR-6-D Rollins Pond
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HA-6-A Golden Beach
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HA-6-B Golden Beach



October 11, 2023 22

Environmental Impacts

• The DSEIS finds that the action as proposed will not have significant 

adverse impacts

• Application of APSLMP guidelines through the classification and

UMP process should prevent significant adverse environmental 

impacts caused by types or levels of use

• Any new structure or improvements in an Intensive Use Area must 

be planned for through the UMP process

• Any construction activities occurring in Intensive Use Areas and 

State Administrative areas must “avoid material alteration of 

wetlands, minimize extensive topographic alterations, limit vegetative 

clearing, and preserve the scenic, natural and open space 
resources" of these areas (APSLMP, p. 41-42, p. 47)
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Alternatives Analysis

• No action – non-conforming uses and improvements 

must cease or be removed

• Alternative boundaries – boundaries may be drawn 

differently, preference is to follow natural features or 

existing lot lines

• Alternative classifications – determine the 

appropriateness of other state land classifications, if 

applicable
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Additional Parcels

• We have just covered the 8 parcels that involved reclassifying lands 

from a more restrictive to a less restrictive classification 

• These 8 parcels warranted environmental review under SEQRA

• The entire package contains 36 parcels total and nearly ~6,000 acres 

• The story map covers everything! 

https://tinyurl.com/landclassstorymap

https://tinyurl.com/landclassstorymap
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CL-1 Saranac Riverfront
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ES-1 Champlain Valley Hills
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ES-2 East Branch Ausable - Jay
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ES-3 East Branch Ausable – Hulls Falls
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ES-4 Tub Mill Pond
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ES-5 Johnson Pond
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WR-1 Thirteenth Lake Shoreline
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WR-2 Huckleberry Mountain - Johnsburg
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WR-3 Huckleberry Mountain - Warrensburg
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HA-1 Marion River - Arietta 
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HA-2 Marion River 2 - Arietta 
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HA-6-C Golden Beach
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HA-3 SUNY Cortland Camp Pine Knot
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HA-4 Sucker Brook Bay 
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HA-5 Sucker Brook Bay 2 
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FL-1 Route 10 Canada Lake
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HR-1-A & HR-1-B Stillwater Reservoir 
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SL-1 Sucker Lake Shoreline
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SL-3 Cranberry Lake 
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SL-4 Cranberry Lake 2
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SL-2 Grass River Corridor
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SL-5 Piercefield Flow Islands
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FR-6-B Rollins Pond
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FR-5 Upper Saranac Shoreline
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FR-2 Blue Mountain Road - Waverly
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Public Engagement Opportunities

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

November 1, 2023 – 9:30am-11:30am 

Virtual Hearing 

https://tinyurl.com/APAClassPkg 

1-518-549-0500 Access code: 2331 477 3001

November 1, 2023 – 5:30-7:30pm 

Adirondack Park Agency Board Room 

1133 NYS Route 86 

Ray Brook, NY 12977 

November 13, 2023 – 5:00-7:00pm 

Dept. of Environmental Conservation 

Public Hearing Room, 1st Floor 

625 Broadway 

Albany, NY 12233 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 

October 13 – November 27, 2023

Megan Phillips

NYSAPA

Deputy Director, Planning

PO Box 99

1133 State Route 86

Ray Brook, NY 12977

Email: SLMP_UMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov

(underscores between words)

mailto:SLMP_Comments@apa.ny.gov
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Questions & Discussion


